"You have chosen the path, not of politics, but of science. Among those who have preceded you in it, and in our own particular department, we find some of the brightest ornaments of British history; and I will not do you the injustice of supposing that there is any one among you who would not prefer the reputation of Harvey or the Hunters to that of nineteen-twentieths of the courtiers and politicians of the periods in which they lived."-SIR BENJAMIN BRODIE.
DISPENSARY VACCINATION.
We publish elsewhere a letter from the Civil Surgeon of Bassein, along with his report on vaccination during the last year.
The writer exhibits an amount of self-abnegation not often met with in these days of pretension, and modestly allows that his opinions may be wrong. It is nevertheless " a voice from one of those dispensaries" protesting, though somewhat mildly, against the opinions which we advocate hostile to the dispensary system of vaccination. As we have already twice had occasion to write on this subject, we would much rather have allowed his remarks to have passed without comment, the more so as to most thinking minds the facts he adduces, not less than his line of argument, tend much to weaken the cause which he advocates. To many of our readers it must be a matter of the most supreme indifference whether an isolated part of India is vaccinated by special establishments or through dispensaries, or, lor aught they care, whether it is to be vaccinated at all. There are others, however, who do take an interest in the question, who from motives of philanthropy, or from adopting a high standard by which to judge of their duties to the Government which they serve, or to the country which they are here to benefit, are in the habit of applying their minds to this and similar enquiries.
To any such who are as yet halting between two opinions, and who do not object to the subject being written on again, wo address ourselves ; we would be glad of their support, and are anxious to assist in maturing their views.
Our correspondent seems to forget that it is the present dispensary system which we seek to disparage, and not that amount of good which the zeal or energy of individual medical officers may effect.
We do not write against that hypothetical dispensary system which may be conjured up, and made to work so smoothly and efficiently in the brain of any of the supporters of such a system, but against that well-known pretending-to-vaccinate system, that always-flourishing-and-yet-never-doing-anything system, that system which is always found to be out The loudly uttered imprecations of a bereaved father, mingled with the heartfelt curses of her made childless, and, rising above both, the shrill tones of the young orphan, wild in the very excess of its young grief, might be worked up into so many individual protests against the continuance of the dispensary system. A chorus of such " voices," if judiciously handled, would not require much effort to make themselves heard over that " voice from one of those dispensaries" whose system of conducting vaccination we so unhesitatingly condemn as being a humbug, a delusion, and a snare.
